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The Faculty of Classics was 
ranked first among Classics 
Departments in the UK’s two 
most recent research assessment 
exercises. Its 30 academic staff 
are world leaders in fields that 
range over all areas of classical 
culture and the classical tradition. 

The MPhil in Classics is an ideal preparation for 
PhD research and a rich, rewarding degree in its 
own right. By joining us, you will be encouraged 
to identify and develop research questions 
tailored to your own interests, whether those lie 
in literary studies, ancient philosophy, ancient 
history, classical art and archaeology, classical 
philology and linguistics or reception.

The MPhil is taught through lectures, 
individual supervisions and seminars. These 
provide weekly opportunities to explore 
your ideas and test your arguments both in 
writing and orally. Your specialist supervisor 
will help you choose a research topic, give 
guidance on approach and bibliographical 
resources, and critique your writing. Most 
MPhil students do three short essays and a 
12,000-word dissertation. Some replace an 
essay with an examination in, for example, 
Mycenaean epigraphy, ancient Greek or Latin.

“We had weekly seminars in my MPhil group which focussed on Latin  
and Greek Literature. It was amazing to have the opportunity to 
learn from other students. They all had wide, ranging interests which 
introduced me to areas I hadn’t considered before. And we had a  
very international cohort. I would say about 75% of us were from  
outside the UK, which meant that I was exposed to different research 
methodologies and ways of thinking that we taught elsewhere.”

George Jenkins
Working in tax consultancy and studying for accountancy qualification
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MPhil students benefit from taught courses 
on a range of skills, from epigraphy and 
numismatics to palaeography and museology. 
The course also allows you to broaden your 
classical knowledge and engage with big 
ideas, from the transformation of the Roman 
world to topical issues such as nature.

Classics at Cambridge has extraordinary 
research resources. The Faculty building 
houses a richly-stocked library, the designated 
Mycenaean Epigraphy Room, and the 
Museum of Classical Archaeology with its 600 
casts and large sherd and epigraphic squeeze 
collections. The University Library is nearby, as 
is the Fitzwilliam Museum, whose world-class 
holdings include major collections of Greek 
and Roman antiquities.

Many of our graduates pursue PhD 
research and academic careers 
in Classics throughout the world. 
Others go on to a wide range of 
non-academic careers. They leave 
the MPhil as astute readers of 
texts able to compose lucid and 
persuasive academic arguments, 
with the tools to ask – and answer 
– the most wide-ranging and 
ambitious research questions.
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